
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

English

The Promise 

The Stone Age Boy 
& The Boy with the 

Bronze Axe    

Mathematics

Multiplication & 
Division                  

Area

Fractions

Time

Science

Changing States

Living Things and 
their Habitats

Year 4:   What’s Changing? 
This Spring term, you will begin by travelling back thousands and 

thousands of years to the Stone Age, to discover what life was like before 

humans started to change the natural world.  You will learn about ancient 

human discoveries and inventions that impact on the world today.  You will 

also look at modern human features in Britain and Europe.  The Bingo 

Board and Home Learning Challenge will continue and we look forward to 

sharing your home learning. 
 

Geography

Study of Europe, 
how continents 
have changed 
through the 

historical ages.

Computing

Espresso Coding: 
Unit 2

Developing digital 
literacy : 

communicating 
politely with 

others

Art and Design

- Changing colours: 
developing colour 
mixing and dyeing 

-changing shapes in clay

- observational 
drawings of still life 

and reflective objects

Design and 
technology

Design and make a 
food source eaten 

during the Iron 

Age.  

History

Study changes 
through the Ages; 
Stone Age to Iron 

Age. Looking at 
lifestyle, foods, 
art and travel. 

Music

Play new notes on the 
recorder with care so 
that they are clear.

Discuss changes in 
duration, pitch , tempo 

etc

MFL - Spanish 

Engaging in 
conversations; 

greetings,  phrases 
and joining in with 

songs

PSHE

Me & My Safety

Me & My School

Religious 
Education

Meanings of 
stories and 

parables

Physical 
Education

Gymnastics 

Dance

Swimming



Science 
This will be an ongoing project over the term that links to ‘What’s Changing’ 
and their English Texts ‘ on the environment.  There will be work in their books 
but the class will also create class book on scientific investigations over the 
term. Covid dependent – arrange a trip to Consall. 

Explore and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their 

local and wider environment. 
I can use a classification key to name 

invertebrates 

I can create questions to sort invertebrates 

I can use the computer to create my own 

classifications about invertebrates 

Children will have experienced a 
classification key in their lesson ‘identifying 
a new species’ 
 

Study their local environment: Take 
photographs of plants (overtime to 
mark seasonal changes) 
Study invertebrates - using petri dishes 
and brushes.  Try to identify using 
classification key. 
 
Repeat every few weeks to identify 
changes. 
Choose a local green area to carry out 
similar investigation. 

Explore and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their 

local and wider environment. 

 

 

To create own classification key 
Follow Twinkl activities 

Co: recognise that environments can 

change and that this can sometimes 

pose dangers to living things 

Link to class texts and Science work 
Task 1: STEM Resources – Save My 
Home 
 
Task 2: How can we make a positive 
change to our school environment? 
(Spring 2 Project) 

  

 

Science 
compare and group materials together, 

according to whether they are solids, 

liquids or gases 

I understand that materials can be 

either a solid, liquid or gas 

I can sort materials into solids, liquids 

and gases 

I can describe the features of a solid, 

liquid and gas 

- Sort empty packets of food into S & L 
– Discuss what is a S & L (draw out 
key lang) and intro gas 

- Sort Twinkl pictures into S,L or  

compare and group materials together, 

according to whether they are solids, 

liquids or gases 

I understand that materials are made 

of atoms 

I can research how atoms are 

different in solids, liquids and gases  

I can record my findings in a labelled 

diagram 

- Introduce and teach spelling of key 
vocab 

- Complete English Guided Read on 
Atoms & Molecules 

- Draw a diagram of the atoms in a S, L 
and G 

observe that some materials change 

state when they are heated or cooled, 

and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C) 

I understand that materials change 

when heated and cooled 

I can make systematic observations 

and take accurate measurements 

I can use results to draw simple 

conclusions 

- Give chd a selection of materials 
(sugar, tac, elastic band).  How can 
we change these materials? 

- Show an ice cube and glass of 

water – how can these materials 

be changed? What other 

materials can be changed in this 

way? 
- Complete English Guided Read on 

Water Cycle. Use information to write 
captions for a diagram 

CO: setting up fair tests, making 

systematic observations, recording 

findings and drawing simple conclusions 

I understand the word variables 

I can plan a fair test with support 

I can use the results to draw conclusions 

- Science Investigation  

- How many things can you think 

of that will affect how a solid 

will melt?  Chd choose one of 

these variables to investigate 

- Use results to set up a second 

investigation – focusing on 

drawing conclusions 
-  



 

Geography / History: Changes in Europe and Prehistoric Britain 

Identify human & geographical 

features of places in Europe; 

use a range of resources to 

identify key human and physical 

features. 

I know Europe is a continent 

I use an atlas locate countries 

and capital cities of Europe. 

I can use a range of resources 

to identify physical and human 

features 

Task 1:  Use their map skills to identify countries 
and capital cities of Europe (Alphabet game of 
Capital Cities; 

https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3007 
use map to label some capital cities) 
 
Task2: Small Groups choose a European 
country and create a poster of physical and 
human features (Application of Computing 
Skills) 
 
Home Learning Grid:   Chd take home a passport 
and research European countries of their choice 
– landscape, weather, places of interest, 
traditions, food. 

To use appropriate historical 
vocabulary, including dates and 
terms; to use basic skills to 
communicate information about 
the past 
I understand the terms CE and 
BCE 
I understand the term historic 
and prehistoric  
I can use terms to create a 
pictorial timeline  

Show a map of the prehistoric changes to 
the continent of Europe. 
Link to how people lived during those time 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/story-of-britain-new-stone-age-
animation/zjh2t39 
Use animation to introduce the period in 
time. 
Begin a class time line – introducing key 
vocabulary onto timeline. Create their own 
pictorial time line (similar to that found in 
book) 
(English: T4W text Stone Age Boy) 
 

CO: to give a broad overview of life in 

Pre Historic Britain; to understand the 

concept of change over time; to use 

more than one source of evidence for 

historical enquiry; to suggest 

causes and consequences of 

some of the main events and 

Prehistoric Britain Day: 
Archaeological Dig 
Cave Painting 
Making Bread and Stew 

https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3007
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-new-stone-age-animation/zjh2t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-new-stone-age-animation/zjh2t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-new-stone-age-animation/zjh2t39


changes in history 

Understand the concept of change 
over time, representing this, along 
with evidence; to ask questions 
and find answers to questions 
about the past  

 Making a Bronze Age beaker 
- https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=Ohij1e2oZio&safe=active 
(how they made objects out of 
clay mould 
Twinkl powerpoint 
Make Beakers 

Describe characteristics of the 
past; suggest suitable sources of 
evidence for historical enquiries; 

How is it different to our life? Draw out 
key features to everyday life: food, 
religion, clothing, 

To understand how human and 
physical features as well as land use 

have changed over time; use more 
than one source of evidence;   
I can look at pictures over a period 
of time to identify changes 
I can ask questions to find out 
about changes to my locality 
I can consider future positive and 
negative changes to my locality 
 

Links closely to work in Science  
Introduce Windows book (English Talk for 
Writing text) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/


Religious Education 

Meanings & Stories: to understand how stories are used in the bible to teach lessons; to understand the message in the Muslim story ‘The 

Crying Camel’; to understand the message in the Hindu story ‘The churning of the Ocean of Milk 

To know that stories from Holy Books 

deliver a message.  

I can verbally tell the story of Rama 

and Sita 

I can write the story using picture 

prompts. 

I can write the story and explain the 

message it gives us 

Show Diwali PowerPoint from Twinkl about Rama and Sita. 

Task 1 

In groups verbally retell the story. 

Discuss what the meaning of the story is. 

Task 2 

Give ‘ch’ comic strip with illustrations and they retell the story 

To know that stories from Holy Books 

deliver a message.  

I know what a parable is 

I can retell a story without picture 

prompts 

I understanding the message the story 

gives us 

Look at Parable PowerPoint on Twinkl to explain what a parable is. 

Task 1 

Give back 3 tables ‘The parable of the sower’ read with partner like a guided read. 

Front 2 tables ‘good Samaritan’ guided read with ‘T’ 

Task 2 

Empty comic strip – ‘ch ’ produce own comic strip of their parable 

To know that stories from Holy Books 

deliver a message.  

I can retell the story of ‘The crying 

Camel’ verbally 

I can retell the story in a comic strip 

I can understand the message it gives 

us 

Task 1 

Give out differentiated sheets of  the Muslim story  ‘The Crying Camel’  ‘Ch’ independently read 

through except for Ophelia to work with ‘T’. 

Task 2 

‘Ch’ decide how to retell story i.e recount, comic strip 

Religious Education 

Local Religious Communities 

CO: to understand that there 

are different religious 

communities 

I understand that I belong to 

different groups 

 

 Discuss the word belonging and community 

 Complete community worksheet 



I can name 3 of these groups 

I can describe how I belong to 

them 

To understand there are 

different religious communities 

I can search for local place of 

worship in Leek 

I can find the addresses of 

local places of worship 

I can mark places of worship on 

a map 

 Do children know any places of worship  - Make a list 

 

Chd use the computers to locate churches and mark on map  

To understand there are 

different religious communities 

I can search for information on 

activities that local churches 

offer 

I can make a poster including 

all of the relevant information 

I can make my poster stand out 

to get people’s attention  

Choose a place of worship to research. 

 

Show an example poster – what key pieces of information are there that the religious community would find 

useful? 

What do they need to include? 

Key features to make it stand out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Computing 

Create a working program with 

variables 

Explain how they have debugged / 

corrected a program using logical 

reasoning 

Follow Espresso Coding Unit 4b 

To open, create and send emails 

I can open my email account 

I can create a polite message 

I can send a message 

Children will be learning how to send an email. 

They will start by sending emails to each other. 

To send an attachment with an email 

I can use digital device to take 

images 

I can up load images  

I can attach images to an email 

 

Children will be progress on to emailing children from another school. 

They will also be taking photo graphs and attaching these images. 

This is linked to Geography topic. 

To communicate safely online 

I know a range of reasons why people 

use email 

I understand that some dangers with 

emails and attachments 

I understand the term spam and 

spoofing 

To complete a survey of how people use emails at home and what problems they may have had. 

To use the information to create a whole class bar chart 

To discuss the problems that people have had using emails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Curriculum 
links 

PSHE and Citizenship 

3e Recognise different risks in different situations, decide how to behave responsibly  

3g School rules about health and safety, basic emergency aid procedures and where to get help 

SMSC links Moral development: 

• To recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this understanding in their own lives and, in so doing, 
respect the civil and criminal law of England  

• To show understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 
Social development: 

• To demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern 
Britain. 

Cultural development:  

• To show an understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 
and that of others 

Before you begin 
E safety is included in this unit. This should link to the computing curriculum and children should know what to do in school and at 
home if they come across anything which worries them on line. At this stage children need to be aware that people might not be 
who they appear to be online. 

Learning Aims 

Learning outcomes 

Children will be able to 
: 

Activity 

Type 
Resources and Activities Key Vocabulary 

To differentiate 
between terms risk, 
danger and hazard 

list potential hazards at 
home,  in school and the 
local area 

 

identify possible dangers 
from the hazards 

Knowledge Make a list of potential hazards at home, school and in the 
local area and why they could be dangerous. This could be 
done as a class or in small groups. 

Risk – possible 
consequences and 
likelihood of something 
occurring  

Danger – somebody or 
something which may 
cause harm 

Hazard – Possible 
source of harm 

define risk Knowledge Explain that risk is the likelihood of something happening 
and also how serious it might be.  Look at some of the 
hazards and associated dangers again.  Look at the likely 
risk with some of them e.g. cooker at home – burning a 
child – unlikely if not in kitchen when cooker is on or are 



careful around cooker. 

 

 

Understand school 
rules about health and 
safety 

explain how school rules 
help to keep them safe 

Knowledge Look at school rules particularly those relating to safety– 
discuss the likely consequences if the rules are broken. 
Steer the children away from thinking about getting into 
trouble as a consequence e.g. if you run in the corridor 
likely to fall over and hurt yourself and possibly others. 
Think about how likely it is for accidents to happen if the 
rule wasn’t in place and how serious the consequences 
would be. Reinforce the rule is there to keep everyone safe 

 

Understand other rules 
that adults follow 

Explain how rules and 
laws keep people safe 

 Consider rules or laws that everyone follows that help to 
keep everyone safe e.g. speed limits, consider why we have 
laws and what could happen if those laws are broken 

 

Understand the 
importance of 
protecting personal  
information, including 
passwords, addresses 
and images 

explain ways to keep 
safe on line 

Skills  Identify some potential hazards of being on line. What can 
children do to reduce the risks? Discuss online friendships 
and some of the risks associated with these e.g. don’t know 
who you are talking to, they might not be who they appear 
to be.  

Re cap the learning from year 3 about not keeping secrets 
for other people – make sure children are clear that this 
applies on line as well. Make sure children are aware of the 
CEOP button to report anything they are worried about and 
that they know who to talk to in school and at home. 

Write 3 key rules for keeping safe on line 

 

On line, passwords, 
personal information, 
CEOP button, secret  

Recognise their 
increasing 
independence brings 
increased 
responsibility to keep 
themselves and others 
safe 

explain ways they can 
keep themselves safe 
(in given situation) 

Skills Talk to the children about things they can do now that they 
needed an adult for previously e.g. playing outside, walking 
to school, making a hot drink. 

What do children need to do to keep safe while doing this? 
Do they need to help keep anyone else safe e.g. staying 
with a friend while outside,  

 



Where can they go for help if they are ever worried. 

 

 

National Curriculum 
links 

PSHE and Citizenship 

5c Participate in the school’s decision making process, relating it to democratic structures and processes such as council, 
parliaments, government and voting 

SMSC links Moral development: 

• To have an ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this understanding in their own lives 
and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England  

Social development: 

• To have an acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils develop and demonstrate skills 
and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 

Cultural development:  

• To have a knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, 
and in continuing to develop Britain 

Before you begin 

Abraham Lincoln defined democracy as “government of the people, by the people, for the people” the three definitions can be 
understood as follows:– “of”: power comes from the people – the people are the sovereign power that exercises power or gives 
the mandate to do so, and whoever is part of authority may be held responsible by the people;  

“by”: power is exercised either through elected representatives or direct rule by the citizens;  

“for”: power is exercised to serve the interests of the people, that is, the common good. 

Learning Aims 

Learning outcomes 

Children will be able to 
: 

Activity 

Type 
Resources and Activities Key Vocabulary 

Participate in the 
school’s decision 
making process, 
relating it to 
democratic structures 
and processes such as 
council, parliaments, 

contribute to class rules Skills In pairs ask the children to devise 4 rules for the classroom. 
Encourage them to have a positive slant e.g. “walk around 
the classroom” rather than “don’t run” 

Join pairs together to make groups of 4 – groups must 
decide on their 4 rules. Join groups again to work in 8’s and 
again decide on the 4 rules. Continue until the whole class 
come together and agree the 4 rules for the classroom. Do 

Rule, positive, agree 



government and voting all the children agree with these rules? Are there anymore 
which they need to add (try to keep to 6 as a maximum). 

explain what democracy 
means 

Knowledge Introduce the word democracy to children. Do they 
understand its meaning? Consider the process of making 
rules – was this democratic?  What happens if one or two 
people feel something should happen but the others don’t 
agree – is this fair? 

When have children experienced democracy? 

Focus on the School Council. Find out which children have 
been on the School Council in the past. How was 
democracy part of this? 

Democracy, majority, 
fair, minority 

 understand their role in 
the democratic process 

Knowledge Give children the opportunity to explain to their class why 
they should be on the School Council (based on work done 
in the previous lesson)  

Remind the children they are voting for the best person for 
the job (not necessarily their friend) and that every vote 
counts. 

Explain the voting system to children and hold the ballot.  

Reinforce the democratic process and relate it to local and 
national politics 

Ballot, vote, 
democracy, politics 

 describe the role of a 
chairperson and 
secretary 

Skills Explain/recap what the purpose of the Class Council is. 
Introduce the role of chairperson and secretary. 

Run an exercise for children to work in groups to experience 
being a chair and secretary. Ensure the chairperson allows 
everyone to have a say and keeps the meeting to time. 

Hold the Class Council meeting – explain that the 
representatives are going to be the Chair and Secretary (if 
there is only one rep ask another child to volunteer to be 
secretary). Run an initial discussion on a relevant topic to 
give the reps chance to practice their role 

Class council, 
representative, 
chairperson, secretary 

 explain the democratic 
process of the School 

Skills Reflect on the meeting – was it democratic did everyone 
have a chance to share their views (if they wanted to). Did 

 



Council elections they have a vote if needed.  

Reinforce how this relates to local and national government 

 express an opinion in a 
respectful way 

Attitudes Introduce the idea of free speech. Explain that in a 
democracy people have the right to voice their opinions 
however this does not mean people can say anything they 
like. We all need to be respectful of other people and their 
ideas and opinions. Discuss ways to express an opinion 
without putting other people down e.g. not making remarks 
personal  

Free speech, freedom, 
respect, opinion, view 

Understand the role of 
local councillors and 
the local MP 

Explain how to raise an 
issue with the local 
Councillor 

Knowledge Explore the role of local councillors (recap learning from 
Y3), what work do they do for the local community? Is there 
an issue that your class would like to raise with the local 
councillor? e.g. parking outside of the school, changes in 
the locality, housing etc. How would this be done? If 
children raise protest as a means to making their point 
explain that this needs to be done in an appropriate way 
and might not be the best starting point for an issue.  

If appropriate contact the local Councillor about a specific 
issue. 

 

Councillor, issue, 
community 

Additional Ideas 

 

 

 


